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You have met Louanna Furbee and Bob Benfer in earlier bulletins; both have been regular 

parishioners at San Benito from the beginning of that mission and both are well known to Chicago 

visitors.  Louanna’s linguistic research on Mayan languages, the couple’s active involvement in 

Calvary Episcopal Church, Columbia, Missouri, and their part-time residence in San Cristobal have 

made them the perfect consultants and advisors for the Chiapas Project. They have also brought 

Calvary into special projects at San Benito and San Mateo.  This past month they visited San Benito 

for the first time since the pandemic began.  Here is Louanna’s report:  

“Getting to San Cristobal was a nightmare but reuniting with our little apartment where nothing had 

changed in the past 17 months was a delight. The same cannot be said of the city: mask-wearing, like 

the fragility of a tourist economy without tourists, is seen and felt everywhere.  The long-unpaid, 

garbage workers declared they'd pick up once a week instead of three times. So many in town have 

come down with Covid that the work force is attenuated due to deaths and confinements; few want 

employment in jobs with face-to-face contact.  The banking system, like the health system, is 

overwhelmed, due to the loss of staff and the needs of the narcos (a new and quiet presence in San 

Cristóbal) to launder their ill-got gains. Always suspicious of government, many indigenous 

communities refuse government aid.” 

“The good news that far outweighs this grim sketch comes from our discovery when we returned to 

worship at San Benito de Nursia (last Sunday’s service, below). Remember: Bob and I have made San 

Benito our church for at least 

twelve years when we’ve been 

resident in San Cristobal several 

months each year; we know it well.   

This is a congregation that was once troubled by factions and 

envy, located in a struggling part of town, now hard hit by the 

economic malaise of the pandemic.  And it is booming.  

Attendance at services fills the sanctuary and benches have been 

added to accommodate new parishioners. The place is bursting 

with activity, charitable acts (led by the bi-weekly food pantry 

donations to the neighborhood), and openness to new ideas.  The new choir and guitarist contribute 

to a vibrant worship experience, a weekly Bible study led by clergy and laity have expanded the 

spiritual reach of the church. The scholarship students are proudly showcased.  Padre Florencio is 



full of optimism and energy.  With the help of Hermelinda, Esteban and Luci, and perhaps a big nudge 

from the Holy Spirit, I can report that the life of that church has been dramatically transformed since 

we were last here, and all this despite the pandemic.” 

“We were not able to visit San Matéo Apóstolo 

in Yoj Chib, due to landslides on the road there 

and mud on the paths, but from what we heard 

from Carlos Ballinas, it is struggling through the 

pandemic. He (and the Padre) has been visiting 

weekly, except for two weeks when mudslides 

made travel there impossible.  The picture left is 

from Carlos last Saturday at San Matéo.   A final 

bit of good news: he reports that the indigenous 

community in Yoj Chib put aside their fears and 

most residents lined up for Covid vaccinations 

when a government health care team arrived 

there recently.” 

 

 

 

This afternoon was the 24th delivery of groceries to families facing food insecurity in the 

neighborhood of San Benito 

de Nursia, provided by the 

San Benito congregation, 

financial support from the 

Chicago churches of St. 

Chrysostom’s, Church of the 

Atonement and the Church 

of Our Saviour, and friends 

of the Chiapas Project.   

Some of the recipients, 

below.  


