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June 9, 2019 

 EPISCOPAL CHURCH of the ATONEMENT - VESTRY MEETING MINUTES 
  

Time: Sunday, June 9, 2019, 1:05 – 2:15 pm 

Location: Elizabethan Room 
  

Present: 
Mtr. Erika Takacs (Rector); Margaret Sullivan (Sr. Warden); Greg Bradley (Jr. Warden); Victor 
Browne; Will Cronenwett; Marian Deberry; Aron Dunlap; Kent Haag; Bill Hancox; Helen 
Lambin; Daniel Polley;  Michael Trumbold (Treasurer); Jim Hawkes (Clerk) 

Absent: Beth Sharpe 

Guests:  
  

Next Meeting: Sunday, July 14 2019, 1:00 pm Elizabethan Room 

  

  

 

Margaret Sullivan (Sr. Warden) called meeting to order at 1:05, followed with opening prayer by Mother Erika. 
 

1. Check-ins:  Margaret asked Vestry members to comment on their favorite summer activities. 
 
Consent Calendar: Margaret Sullivan called for any questions on reports received (Rector’s Report – Mtr. Erika 
[high-lights, see 2a below]; Outreach Guild Report - Wayne Mitchell; Adult Formation – Daniel Polley; Children and 
Families – Aron Dunlap - all on file).  

 
Review of May Vestry Meeting Minutes: Motion made by Helen to approve Minutes of May 12, 2019.  Seconded. 
Motion passed. 

 
2. Action / Decision Items:  

 
a. Mother Erika began with follow-up on last month’s Partners for Sacred Places (PSP) discussion: Executive 

Committee determined at this time more preliminary work is needed, and Atonement is not yet ready to 
proceed, since more internal investigation of our needs and what we have to offer the community are first 
required.  The Episcopal Church Foundations (ECF) may assist in providing solutions; may apply for grant 
from PSP a year from now, but premature to go ahead at this time.  This was followed by open discussion – 
Questions asked about past work at Atonement looking at space utilization, but apparently no information 
published.  Building Committee will take a look at future possibilities.   
 
Erika also had some reminders for Corpus Christi and our parish feast / picnic following the 11:00 Mass; 
lookout for summer visitors and welcome them warmly and introduce them around; and invite friends and 
family members to attend our Summer Arts Camp. 
 

b. Follow-up to last month’s Endowment Fund discussion on moving current investment at Morgan Stanley to 
ECF – Endowment Guild / Executive Committee reviewed comparative performance, risk assessments, 
services, fees, etc.; it was determined that Episcopal Church Foundation (contracts with State Street Bank, 
Boston) would provide better opportunities for Atonement.  Since this requires Vestry approval, a Motion 
was made by Helen to approve Endowment Guild’s recommendation to transfer Atonement’s Endowment 
Fund from Morgan Stanley to ECF.  Greg Seconded. Motion passed. 

 
c. Retreat follow-ups from group discussions and established goals were reviewed.  Margaret asked Vestry 

members to break out in their respective groups as from the April Vestry Retreat for 10 minute discussion 
updates: 

 
i.   Group 1: Study & Learning – Assess needs for youth programs - Bring in a youth program minister 

speaker by Aug 31, 2019.  Aron reports - Purpose to look into teen ministry – met with parents of teens 
to determine needs and followed up with meeting professional teen councilor. 
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ii. Group 2: Life in Community – Topic concerning elderly / shut-ins / those in need – assess the needs at 
Atonement for spiritual care – Determine needs by June 30, 2019. Victor reports – Deacons to be 
involved in process (following “safe church” policies, currently in process) – generate list of names; 
determine best method of how to move forward (e-blast, website, announcements, etc.). 
 

iii. Group 3: Action – Topic concerning advertising as to what we do and how to get more people interested 
in what we do – start by providing a list of ministries with descriptions and list of leaders to make people 
more aware of activities at Atonement – end goal, to get more people involved and grow the church. 
Margaret reports – We need more precise definition / clarity on guilds, committees, one-time events, etc. 
with proper naming.  We need to merge some individual documents initiated by Beth and Jim with 
Manny’s spreadsheets for current committee names.  This will eventually lead to setting up lists on our 
website and make flyer for visitors to read for greater visibility - this would eventually culminate in a Guild 
Fair, organized by the group leaders (Daniel to organize). Initial steps in motion for fair Aug 30 – early 
Sept. 

 
d. Counters:  Mike addressed – Traditionally, Vestry members are counters, but still looking for additional folks 

– Victor, Mike and Jim (to be trained) to sub – counting takes place Monday mornings at 8:00 for about 1.5 
hours.  

 
3. Treasurer’s Report:  Mike Trumbold presented and reviewed May finances (on file).  All OK - The only call-out 

referenced was that The Endowment Fund dropped close to 4% due to market fluctuations.  Also mentioned that 
we are almost ready to go live with Quicken, which will allow a more stream-lined accounting in the future.  Motion 
was made to receive the May 2019 Treasurer’s Report. Seconded. Motion passed. 

 
4. Old Business:  Name badges – Greg addressed – After last Executive Committee meeting, it was thought a good 

idea for ushers / Vestry members to have name badges to be more welcoming for new-comers to the church as 
well as current parishioners, particularly if any questions, folks would know whom to ask – will start next month. 

 
Greg also mentioned full gala report would be presented at next meeting as money has still be coming in for silent 
auction items. 

 
5. Closing Prayer:  Mother Erika led the closing prayer.  Meeting adjourned at 2:15 pm.  
 

  
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Jim Hawkes 
Clerk of the Vestry 
 


