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In our last two bulletins we have met the 2020/21 scholarship students at San Benito and San Marcos 

and learned something about their ecology projects and their aspirations.  This week we are 

especially happy to announce that we have now received permission from Bishop Julio to continue 

the scholarship program for 36 students at San Mateo and San Benito for 2021/22.  Today we hear 

directly from four of the advanced students at San Benito who were asked about their plans. 

Adriana Elizabeth Lopez Santiz, university student: I am studying for a bachelor’s degree in Primary 

Education because I want to support children who have limited access to education.  I hope to give 

others the advantage I have been given through this program, thanks to each of you in Chicago who 

give us scholarship support to offset our expenses.  I do not receive a government scholarship, and 

for six years I have benefitted from the church scholarships. They help my family pay for school 

supplies, uniform, and tuition (yes, we must pay tuition/registration fees to attend public schools in 

Mexico).  The subjects that catch my attention are mathematics, Spanish and physics. I am active in 

the church dance group and in a Bible study group, and I serve as a Lector in Sunday services. As a 

teacher I hope to help others overcome the adversities that surround us, and at the same time I ask 

God to guide me to get ahead since praying assures us that God is with us always. 

Brenda Jacquelin Gomez, bachillerato student: This past year was the 

first time I have received a church scholarship.  I am also eligible for a 

government scholarship, but the church scholarship helps my family 

provide my school supplies.  My goal is to enter the health care 

professions, specifically, medical-surgical nursing.  At San Benito I am 

active in all the programs, and you may have seen photos of Rubi and me 

working with the bi-weekly Food Pantry.  

Andres López Ruiz, bachillerato student: I have 

received a church scholarship for five years; I 

have not benefited from government scholarship assistance. That support 

goes to pay for my uniform and school supplies, so it reduces those costs to 

my family.  My main interest at school is history; when I graduate, I would 

like to start a business but, eventually, I want to become a pilot. My main 

activity at the church is singing in the choir and teaching the younger ones 

in the choir. 

Rubi Gonzalez Lopez, secondary student:  I have 

received church scholarships for six years and I am not a recipient of 

government scholarship support. The scholarships have helped me and my 

family a lot, because with this I can buy school supplies and I can pay my 

school registration fees. My best subject is science, in particular biology, and 

I hope to follow studies that will certify me as a veterinarian. In the church I 

am active in the choir and the dance group, and you have seen my picture 

working with the Food Pantry in past Bulletins.  I have also helped in gathering 

information for these bi-weekly bulletins during the past months. 

 



 

 

Last Sunday Fran Gamboa, who has 

joined the Chicago visitors to 

worship with us at San Mateo and 

San Benito for the past eight years as 

well as offered Bible classes for the 

youth during her visits, returned to 

San Benito. Once again, her superb 

teaching skills were on display as she 

captured the kids’ interests at San 

Benito.  

 

 

The San Benito congregation last 

Sunday, September 19th (below). 

 

Father Florencio sends us photos each (alternate) Friday afternoon when the Food Pantry 

groceries are distributed to families facing food insecurity in the barrio of San Benito.  The 

groceries are made possible by donations from three Chicago churches, St. Chrysostom’s, 

Atonement and Church of Our Saviour and friends of the Chiapas Project.  This week, your 

correspondent is out of town and unable to upload Friday’s photos.  They will come in the 

October 8th bulletin when Louanna Furbee and Bob Benfer, long-time, part-year residents of San 

Cristobal and parishioners at San Benito will report on their first visit back to Chiapas since the 

pandemic began. 

 


