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1 November 2018 The Feast of All Saints  
 

Sing unto the Lord a new song; sing his praise in the congregation of the faithful. 
      Psalm 149:1 

 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 
Sing unto the Lord a new song, the psalm commands, and we respond with a leap of our hearts – 
yes! Yes, of course we will sing a new song. Singing a new song sounds like a blessing and a joy, and 
we are glad to lend our voices to the task. 
 
Of course, singing a new song involves more than just a leap of the heart. Any of us who have 
taken voice lessons know that learning a new song requires an investment of time and energy – 
and often, money. When you first get a new piece of music, you hold the score in your hands and 
look it over, full of eager anticipation. You see the pristine pages and imagine how they will soon 
be filled with scribbled reminders about breathing or interpretation or technique. But before you 
dive into those specifics, you first must listen. You play the song through on the piano, or sing it in 
your head, or find a good recording. Once you’ve spent some time listening, you begin to study the 
piece more intently, using the score to help you learn what the composer first heard when she 
wrote the piece. You look at the tempo and dynamic markings, study the text, and explore the style 
of the accompaniment. It is only after all of this that you begin to figure out how the music fits 
with your unique voice. You finally start to sing, and you quickly begin to discover which parts of 
this song flow easily from your lips and which parts are challenging. You take the song to a teacher 
or a coach and explore together if there is something you have to learn in order to sing this new 
song, some new technique to try, some new mode of expression to explore. This work can be joyful 
and frustrating – and complicated and surprising and uncomfortable and inspiring. As we learn to 
sing new songs, we necessarily learn a lot about where our own skills and gifts lie. We learn, too, 
where we need help, and we learn about the talents of others as we see how they sing the songs 
we’ve been given.  
 
It is this work that is our task here at Atonement. We are entering a new stage of our common life, 
and not just because you have a new rector. Of course my coming to Atonement and bringing my 
own gifts and leadership will help to usher in new things, but this new song we’re being asked to 
sing is about much more than this. Atonement has grown through the faithful leadership of your 
fellow parishioners, as well as previous rectors like Father van Dooren, into a place of new health 
and ministry. We have grown to the point that new songs need to be sung, new structures put in 



place, new leadership raised up, new questions asked, new challenges faced. This is a very good 
thing. For this means that we are a sign of health and vitality in the larger Church and a growing 
sign of transformation and Grace to the larger world.  
 
At the heart of this new song is gratitude – gratitude for the gifts that we have in our own lives, 
gratitude for the gifts we have as a parish community, and gratitude for the presence of Christ in 
the midst of all of this. This November, your vestry and I are asking you to think about the ways in 
which you are grateful for all of the songs in your life – the old songs that comfort and encourage 
you, and the new songs that God is inviting you to sing – and then to give back to this church out 
of that gratitude. We hope that you will give as God gives, freely and joyfully. We hope that you 
will make the Church of the Atonement the primary place of your charitable giving so that we can 
continue to grow as faithful worshipers and generous neighbors in our community.  
 
Enclosed with this letter is a pledge form for 2019. We are inviting you to prayerfully consider 
making a financial pledge towards this new song of Atonement. If you have never pledged before, 
we hope that you will make such a commitment now. If you have pledged before, we hope that you 
will consider increasing your pledge for the coming year as a sign of your growing gratitude for all 
that God has given you. It is your pledge, supporting our operating budget, which brings about 
every note of ministry in this place. Atonement needs you and your gifts in order to sing this new 
song. We want to sing this new song together with you; in fact, we wouldn’t have it any other way!  
 
The truth is, you and I at the Church of the Atonement are truly blessed. And when we consider 
all that God has done for us in this congregation of the faithful, how can we keep from singing?  
 
Yours in Christ,         
 

 
 
(The Rev’d) Erika L. Takacs, SCP      
Rector 


