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One highlight for Chicago visitors to Chiapas for the past ten years has been a dinner en famille, with 

Esteban and Lucy Gomez (below, with daughter Marlene) and their other kids, and Estaban’s sister, 

Hermalinda, her husband, Father Florencio, and 

daughter Rubi. Newcomers may not know the honor this 

is: breaking bread with the roots of Anglicanism in 

Chiapas and founders of San Benito de Nursia.  In this 

Lenten season when we seek signs of rebirth and of 

God’s presence in our lives, their story is a testament. 

Anglicanism in Chiapas began in a coffee shop. La Estrella, in the mid-1980’s, in the center of San Cristobal.  

There, Esteban, a student from Yochib waiting tables, began a friendship with one of his regulars, a retired 

priest from Texas, Davis Herron (right).  As the friendship blossomed and their 

conversations deepened, Herron asked if Esteban was baptized.  In his words, “I didn’t 

have enough money to pay for a baptism.”  Herron assured him, “Jesus doesn’t require 

a payment.” Esteban sought permission from his parents, and he and his brother, 

Porfirio, in the presence of their godparents, were baptized in Herron’s apartment. 

Father Davis was a part of the Diocese of Southeast Mexico and 

was often in San Cristobal during the ensuing years, but the formal 

mission in San Cristobal was only created by Bishop Benito about 

fifteen years later. In 2004 the Bishop baptized Hermalinda (left), 

the sister of Esteban and Porfirio. Two years later the Rev. Mary Ann Garrett 

(Priest-in-Charge at Holy Trinity in Oaxaca) working with Charles Parker, 

christened a dozen more of Esteban’s extended family at his home in Yochib and 

others in San Cristobal.  

 By 2007 the building of the 

church at San Cristobal was underway (the 

church building in 2012, right), and a site for a 

chapel in Yochib (pictured below, in 2012) was 

offered by Esteban’s relative, Francisco.  As in the 

early church, many of the first baptisms 

overlapped ties within Esteban’s extended  

 

 

 

 

family, both in San Cristobal and Yochib, although friends and 

neighbors were also christened.  The formal designation of the 

mission and name, San Benito de Nursia, came at the Synod 

meeting in 2009, the same year Bishop Benito sent Father 

Florencio to shepherd the nascent community. 

 



 To complete the circle that brought Esteban’s 

family to Anglicanism, their priest, Florencio, 

was brought into Esteban’s family in 2012 

when he married Hermalinda. If the Book of 

Acts about the history of the early church were 

updated, Luke would be hard-pressed to find a 

better illustration of the work of the Holy Spirit 

than this story from Chiapas.  

The current church at San Benito (left) was 

doubled in size in 2016 and a stone floor 

installed. The same year San Mateo in Yochib 

renovated an abandoned chicken enclosure 

that tripled their space.  Last Sunday’s 

congregation at San 

Benito is shown left. 

 

Today was the 11th food 

distribution to forty-five 

vulnerable families in the 

barrio of San Juan de Dios 

where the church of San 

Benito is located in San 

Cristobal de la Casas.   

 

 

 

 

   “We trust in God and in you [in Chicago] 

that this project will be maintained for a 

good length of time.  We will call it 
‘Llevando el Evangelio a través del Pan y 

la Tortilla’/ Delivering the Gospel through 

Bread and Tortilla.   I like this Project, 

because it places my Church - our Church 

- in solidarity with the most vulnerable 

people in our community.”  Padre Florencio González 

 

The Chiapas Project Food Pantry is supported by donations from Church of the 

Atonement, St. Chrysostom’s Church, and Church of our Saviour in Chicago. 

The historical narrative above was constructed with the 

help of Esteban, Marlene and Charles Parker. 


