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May 14, 2019 

 EPISCOPAL CHURCH of the ATONEMENT - VESTRY MEETING MINUTES 
  

Time: Tuesday, May 14, 2019, 7:00 – 8:30 pm 

Location: Elizabethan Room 
  

Present: 
Mtr. Erika Takacs (Rector); Margaret Sullivan (Sr. Warden); Greg Bradley (Jr. Warden); Victor 
Browne; Will Cronenwett; Marian Deberry; Aron Dunlap; Kent Haag; Bill Hancox; Daniel 
Polley;  Beth Sharpe; Michael Trumbold (Treasurer, on phone); Jim Hawkes (Clerk) 

Absent: Helen Lambin 

Guests: Gianfranco Grande (Partners for Sacred Places); David Dalton (Endowment); Charlie Sega 
  

Next Meeting: Sunday, June 9, 2019, 1:00 pm Elizabethan Room 

  

  

 

Margaret Sullivan (Sr. Warden) called meeting to order at 7:00, followed with opening prayer by Mother Erika. 
 
Mother Erika introduced guest speakers: 
a. Gianfranco Grande from Partners for Sacred Places gave a presentation about his organization.  He started 

with a brief history and overview of its purpose, which is to bring together a national network of expert 
professionals who understand the value of a congregation’s architectural assets, its worth as a faith community, 
and the significance of its service to the community, providing technical assistance and training programs in 
fundraising strategies, along with grants to congregations and other local organizations across the US via a 
national funding program. It is a nonsectarian, nonprofit organization focused on building the capacity of 
congregations of historic and architecturally significant sacred places to better serve their communities as 
anchor institutions, nurturing transformation, and shaping their communities   Gianfranco, originally from Rome, 
has been in the U.S. for 22 years; the organization started in 1989, funded by the Lilly Endowment, and 
currently has 3 locations in the U.S. – Philadelphia (National Headquarters), Chicago and Dallas/Fort Worth, 
Texas.  This organization has strong relations and collaborations with universities, preservation alliance and 
advocacy groups, as well as community development corporations. 
 
Gianfranco mentioned a 1999 study showing sacred places at risk with 80% of communities don’t attend 
Sunday services.  He described the ABCD mapping approach which looks at “what is there, instead of what is 
not there.”  First approach is to determine what the local community needs and develop a course of action 
reflecting such.  Work also with architects/engineers to determine the best use of how to utilize Atonement’s 
space to fulfill such needs.  Currently, this is not the right time to embark on a Capital campaign – initial 
assessments are first required to establish what the true needs of Atonement are. 
 
The Executive Committee will meet with Gianfranco and further discuss potential collaboration. 
 

b. David Dalton from the Endowment Guild gave a short presentation on the current status of our Endowment 
Guild.  We are currently invested with Morgan Stanley, and are discussing changing our fund management to 
the Episcopal Church Foundation, which is more familiar with parishes and how to market the endowment to 
meet a church’s needs than a traditional market agency.  The Episcopal Church Foundation contracts with 
State Street with lower fees and better rates offering more individual attention, more services, and lower fees.  
It was determined by the Vestry that some additional detail was needed before voting to move from Stanley 
Morgan to The Episcopal Church Foundation.  Additional information on comparative rates of return will be 
provided such that a vote can be made at the June Vestry meeting. 

 
 

1. Consent Calendar: Margaret Sullivan called for any questions on reports received (Rector’s Report – Mtr. Erika 
[high-lights below]; Outreach Guild Report - Wayne Mitchell - all on file).  

 
Review of March Vestry Meeting Minutes: Motion made to approve Minutes of March 10, 2019.  Seconded. 
Motion passed. 



The Episcopal Church of the Atonement 
5749 North Kenmore Ave. 

Chicago, IL 60660 

 

2 

 

Review of April Vestry Meeting Minutes: Motion made to approve Minutes of April 6, 2019, pending change of date 
within report.  Seconded. Motion passed. 

 
2. Treasurer’s Report:  Mike Trumbold presented and reviewed April finances (on file).  All OK - The only call-out 

referenced was the fact that the Vanco charge was higher than normal – this was later checked by Mike the 
following day and was found in error, such that all charges were normal.  Motion was made to receive the April 
2019 Treasurer’s Report with noted data change. Seconded. Motion passed. 

 
3. Warden’s Report:   

 
Margaret Sullivan addressed – Mentioned that the CCD conference will be occurring end of June and that Will 
Harpest will be joining Margaret and Mtr. Erika at the meeting June 23-28.  She also gave a thanks to those that 
participated in the last Simple Supper of Lent, as well as those that worked over the past months pulling our annual 
2019 fundraiser together. 

 
Greg Bradley mentioned that the Friday gala fundraiser was successful, and details would follow.  He commented 
on the success of having 8-10 kids care facility set up at the church; this year was the first time parents had a 
genuine opportunity to attend the gala.  A final gala report to be delivered in June-July, as donations are still coming 
in; but, despite a slow start and last minute contributions, at this point it looks like one of the most successful silent 
auctions to date. 

 
4. Rector’s Report:  Since meeting was short on time, Mtr. Erika did not further elaborate on her report and asked if 

any questions.  She reminded Vestry of follow-ups from the retreat: 1. To look at best practices and diocesan 
resources for pre-teen youth groups, with the thought of creating one at Atonement before long; 2. To create a 
structure for better “neighbor care” at Atonement – ways for people to connect to help each other with things like 
caring for lawns, helping with rides, picking up prescriptions, etc.; 3. To plan for a fall “ministry fair” with the thought 
of helping to keep the avenues to incorporation open in all of our current ministries. 
 

 
5. Action Items: 
 

a. Margaret also reiterated a follow-up to the Vestry Retreat on April 6th.  She mentioned 3 action items by Vestry 
participants that required attention, by end of June. 
 

b. Erika to follow-up on Sacred Places with the Executive Committee.    
 
6. Old Business: Badges - TBD 
 
7. Closing Prayer:  Mother Erika led the closing prayer.  Meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm.  
 

  
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Jim Hawkes 
Clerk of the Vestry 
 


