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Sunday, August 8, 2021 

Episcopal Church of the Atonement Vestry Meeting Minutes  

Time:   Sunday, August 8, 2021, 1:02 to 2:14 p.m. 
Location: In-Person at Church of the Atonement 
Present: Mother Erika Takacs (Rector) Greg Bradley (Warden), Liz Sarnik (Warden), Natalie Archie, Dave 

Beil, Steven Britt, Bill Hancox, Amanda Kim, Barbara Newman, Mike Trumbold (Treasurer), 
Michael Waltz (Clerk). 

Absent: Richard Benson, Will Cronenwett, Daniel Polley 
 
Next Meeting:  Sunday, September 12, 2021, 1:00 p.m. – in-person. 
 
Greg Bradley (Warden) called the meeting to order at 1:02 p.m. Mother Erika gave an opening prayer.  
 
Check In: Greg asked those attending to give a brief update about what has been going on in their lives. 
 
Review of July Vestry Meeting Minutes:  A motion was made (Steve Britt) and seconded (Bill Hancox) to approve 
the minutes. With the correction of one typo the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  
 
Statement of Financial Position:  Mike reported that the columbarium money market increased because of the 
purchase of a crypt and plaque and the Education Fund was reduced because of paying nursery staff in July. The 
Endowment Fund realized one of its largest monthly increases; one donation was received in memory of an 
individual and two were received from a couple who want to contribute while alive rather than having the funds 
distributed after their deaths. The Fund is approaching $2,000,000, significant because it has only been in 
existence for 12 years.  
 
July Financials:  Total revenue for the month is a little over budget primarily because of open plate and pledges 
being ahead of budget and income received from Gala ticket sales. Mike noted that the open plate figure is up 
but Vanco (on-line) contributions are down; this may be because of more people returning to church but it’s too 
soon to tell if it is a trend. Building expenses were slightly over budget because of unexpected repairs including 
some to the church air conditioning. Net operating revenue is slightly ahead of budget. 
 
Mike reported that changes to the budget approved at the last meeting were made. Quarterly statements and 
the midyear report have been distributed. 
 
Rector’s Report:  Mother Erika reported that Bishop-elect Paula Clark’s consecration has been postponed again; 
her rehabilitation is progressing well but it was decided to wait for her full recovery before setting another date. 
In the meantime Chilton Knudsen, the retired Bishop of Maine, will come to Chicago to serve as Assisting Bishop. 
She’ll remain for a period of transition when Bishop-elect Clark is ready to assume her duties.  
 
Mother mentioned that the small group meetings have been completed and she will be meeting with Bill 
Hancox, Liz Sarnik, and Greg Bradley to discuss the data and plan for a survey of the entire parish. The vestry will 
be discussing this topic at its next retreat. 
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Reentry is going well and we’re continuing to see new visitors. Everyone is encouraged to reach out to those 
who are visiting or new to the parish. 
 
The meeting held after the 9:00 mass on August 1st to discuss the possible return to our normal schedule of 
8:00, 9:00, and 11:00 Sunday masses went very well. Mother expects to resume that schedule after Labor Day. 
 
The Stewardship Committee met last week to begin work on this year’s campaign, which will start in October to 
give the vestry more time to develop the budget. 
 
After approval at the last meeting Mother signed the contract with BauerLatoza Studio for the architectural 
assessment of our buildings. 
 
A report of money spent for the audio-visual project was provided to the vestry prior to the meeting. There is a 
small amount left that Mother hopes to use to replace some kneelers for the choir. 
 
There are 10 children registered for the arts camp that will be held the week of August 9th. 
 
Atonement will be hosting a COVID vaccination popup site from 8:00 a.m. to noon on Tuesday, August 31st. 
Another will be scheduled for those who need a second shot. 
 
Prior to the meeting a very thorough communications report was provided by Matt Rodgers, Director of Digital 
Communications. The vestry will be discussing the information and how to proceed at a future meeting.   
 
During the Rector’s Report it was suggested that the vestry revisit the idea of using nametags at masses. 
Everyone agreed it this was good idea and it is planned to start again in the fall. 
 
Mother will be away on vacation August 16th through the 27th. 
 
Action/Decision/Discussion Items: 
 
Sunday School Report:  Amanda Kim reported that the curriculum is the “Spark” program, which is used by 
several denominations. The program can be purchased in 12-week blocks giving an opportunity for evaluation 
and changes, if necessary. The target group is ages five to 12 although other ages will be accommodated. Since 
the number of attendees is unknown she’ll use a one-room school approach initially, adapting as necessary 
later. 
  
Small Groups:  Bill Hancox distributed a preliminary report prior to the vestry meeting. He said that the sessions 
went very well and there were few no-shows. After some discussion it was recommended that Bill include an 
appendix of participants’ suggestions. As mentioned during the Rector’s Report, the Wardens, Bill, and Mother 
will be meeting about a survey for the parish; the vestry will discuss it at a later meeting. 
 
Outreach: A report of July activities was distributed before the meeting. Greg Bradley said the vestry is 
scheduled to serve dinner at Sarah’s Circle in September. He’ll clarify if it will be in person and how many will 
need to assist. 
 
James Olson Nomination: Mother Erika reported that the Discernment Committee felt Dr. Olson would be an 
excellent candidate for priesthood. A former United Church of Christ minister he has felt a call a call for some 
time to join the ministry of the Episcopal Church and he has devoted a great deal of time to study and 
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preparation. After some discussion a motion was made (Barbara Newman) and seconded (Dave Beil) to send a 
letter to the Bishop-elect and the Assisting Bishop recommending him for postulancy. With no further discussion 
the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Open House Chicago: Mother said we will participate in this event, which this year will take place October 16-17. 
Tim Miller has agreed to lead the project but volunteers will be needed to speak with visitors. 
 
Gala:  Greg Bradley reported that ticket sales for the September 10th event are going well. Preparations are 
being made in a shorter time than prior years but that isn’t posing a problem. During discussion Greg explained 
that we will need to stay flexible with plans and we’ll follow CDC and local government recommendations 
regarding Covid.  
 
Dates for Calendar:  Vestry meeting September 12, 2021, 1:00 p.m.   
 
The meeting adjourned at 2:14 p.m. following a blessing by Mother Erika. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Michael Waltz 
Clerk of the Vestry  
 
 


